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EELIGION  IN  THE  PUBLIC  SCHOOLS. 

BY   THE   AUTHOR  OF 

"HOME  THE  BASIS  OF  THE  STATE." 


TT  is  now  nineteen  centuries  that  human  passions  have 
•^  been  wrangling  over  some  line  or  paragraph  in  the 
Infinite  lesson  of  life,  discussing  the  curve  or  slope  of  a 
letter  or  the  accent  of  a  syllable  ;  ingeniously  interpret- 
ing isolated  or  disconnected  words  to  the  purposes  of 
each  idiosyncrasy,  then  challenging  to  its  assent  or 
acceptance  the  credulity  of  the  world.  That  credence 
withheld,  the  passions  have  drawn  the  sword,  or  made 
strong  the  dungeon,  or  built  the  funeral  pyre,  or  turned 
baffled  ingenuity  to  the  invention  of  the  rack,  or  read 
in  rough,  angry  voice  the  sentence  of  banishment,  or 
made  the  conscientious  dissenter  know  the  bodily  needs 
which  are  consequent  upon  social  ostracism.  Then  the 
candid  but  limited  seekers  after  truth,  in  common  with 
the  sneering  cynic,  exclaim,  "  See  what  your  Christian- 
ity has  done !  But  what  better  could  have  been  ex- 
pected from  an  uneducated  Galilean  peasant  ?  " 

Still,  even  in  those  detached  lines  or  paragraphs,  set 
by  those  embittered  passions  in  hostile  array  the  one 


against  the  other,  there  has  been  enough  of  vital  force 
to  give  new  impulse  to  the  progress  of  civilization ;  to 
uproot  many  antiquated  growths  of  error,  and  plant 
constantly  multiplying  nurseries  for  the  fostering  of  its 
own  germs. 

Had  Christianity  been  a  set  of  mere  aphorisms,  like 
the  pagan  philosophies,  the  more  or  less  speedy  accept- 
ance or  rejection  of  it  by  the  unaided  human  reason 
would  have  been  evidence  for  or  against  its  authen- 
ticity. But  being  what  it  is,  the  eternal  Life  principle 
in  the  heart  of  the  world,  it  is  impossible  to  compress 
it  into  one  formula,  however  simple  or  imposing ;  while 
its  progress  can  only  be  marked  by  those  slow  steps  of 
re-creation  which  displace  wrong  by  right,  the  hollow 
shows  of  things  by  the  essentials  of  being.  Infinite  in 
its  relations  it  is  necessarily  prophetic  in  its  manifesta- 
tions, since  each  age  can  apprehend  only  so  much  as 
the  development  of  that  period  gives  scope  for  grasp- 
ing ;  hence,  differences  of  opinion  are  a  necessity,  and, 
so  far  from  being  matter  for  regret,  are  to  be  gratefully 
recognized  as  evidences  of  its  power  for  awakening  all 
natures,  in  every  variety  of  condition,  —  the  state  of 
some  being  such  that  only  a  twilight  gleam  can  at  first 
pierce  the  rubbish,  while  others  find  safe  and  certain 
light  for  the  daily  pathway. 

"More  light,  more  life,"  is  the  constant  asking  of 
every  soul  that  has  felt  its  influence,  however  slightly ; 
and  this,  and  not  any  mere  estimate  of  phenomena,  is 
the  test  of  its  having  entered  the  soul.  Light  and  life 
—  life  and  light  —  inter-relation  and  inter-dependence. 
If  the  life  is  genuine  there  will  be  constantly  increasing 


light ;  if  the  true  light  come,  the  life  will  more  and 
more  expand  and  elevate  itself,  for  all  the  relations  of 
our  wonderful  being  will  come  within  the  illumination. 
We  shall  see  our  relations  to  God,  the  beneficent  Father 
of  all,  prompting  the  spirit  of  devout  worship  ;  we  shall 
recognize  our  true  relations  lo  our  fellow-men,  urg- 
ing to  continued  exertions  for  their  good ;  we  shall 
make  real  our  obligations  to  our  own  individuality,  de- 
manding intelligence  of  and  obedience  to  all  the  laws 
which  control  body,  mind,  and  spirit.  And  what  is 
true  of  the  individual,  in  these  particulars,  is  equally 
true  of  the  community.  The  test,  then,  to  which  every 
thing  that  assumes  the  name  of  Christianity  should  be 
brought,  is  noty  Has  it  already  regenerated  the  world? 
but,  Has  it  begun  the  regeneration  ?  Is  it  asking, 
with  earnestness  that  will  not  be  denied,  for  more  life 
and  light,  not  troubled  about  the  precise  forms  of  that 
life,  but  making  sure  that  the  light  looks  on  the  whole 
being  ? 

"  Nothing  is  stronger  than  its  weakest  part,"  —  leave 
out  one  essential  element  from  the  recognition  and  there 
is  weakness  or  void.  Of  all  helps  to  humanity  that 
have  ever  been  presented  to  the  world ;  of  all  systems 
of  instruction  that  have  ever  been  offered  to  the  race ; 
of  all  foundations  upon  which  men  and  nations  have 
sought  to  build,  Christianity  alone  recognizes  every 
present  and  possible  atom  or  force.  Thus,  vital  and 
prophetic,  stretching  its  living  roots  down  to  the  un- 
shaken centre  and  out  into  the  remotest  yet- to-be  of  the 
commonwealth,  it  is  the  only  sure  basis  of  a  republic. 

The  best  foundations  of  other  republics  have  been 
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partial,  and  they  have  fallen.  Rome  stood  so  long 
before  admiring  and  trembling  centuries,  because  her 
constitution  was  built  of  the  equal  rights  of  citizens,  but 
she  only  protected  those  rights  by  the  sword,  —  that 
sword  was  not  invincible,  and  she  fell. 

Later,  France  tried  the  experiment ;  incorporating 
one  more  princiiole  into  the  construction  of  her  arch, 
and  cementing  it  with  the  blood  of  an  overthrown  dy- 
nasty. Philosophy  was  her  keystone,  and  it  proved 
weaker  than  the  Roman  sword. 

In  her  divine  arrangement  Christianity  slowly  adjusts 
every  power  and  right  in  its  own  place,  leaving  no  weak- 
ness of  void  or  preponderance.  God  is  the  corner- 
stone, and  it  stands  forever,  upheld  in  its  own  harmony 
by  this  omnipotent  support. 

That  in  the  beneficent  purposes  of  the  world's  Guar- 
dian, our  republic  was  to  be  the  ideal,  the  lasting,  to  be 
based  on  Christianity,  is  obvious  with  one  sincere  glance 
at  its  origin.  The  passions  of  the  old  civilization,  bat- 
tling around  their  fragments  of  truth,  were  compelled 
to  be  the  agents  of  these  purposes. 

"  God  has  more  truth,  yet,  to  break  forth  out  of  his 
holy  word,"  said  the  Ley  den  preacher.  More  light, 
more  life,  room  for  it !  And  the  Mayflower  dropped 
the  seed  among  the  wintry  rocks ;  then  the  workshop, 
the  school-house,  the  meeting-house,  rose  side  by  side ; 
henceforth,  labor,  study,  and  prayer,  united,  form  the 
firmly  twisted  cable  that  holds  the  anchor  of  hope  to 
every  enterprise  that  spreads  its  sails  on  the  wide  wastes 
of  a  continent. 

"  Freedom  to  worship  God,"  exclaimed  the  pious  but 


persecuted  nobleman.  And  under  the  smiling  skies, 
upon  the  luxuriant  verdure  around  the  Chesapeake,  he 
placed  his  Prie  Dieu  unmolested;  while  column  and 
arch  in  the  grand,  old,  living  woods,  did  not  refuse  to 
echo  the  strains  which  reverberated  from  column  and 
arch  in  the  grand,  old,  mouldering  structures  beyond  the 
sea. 

"Place  for  simple  yea  and  nay  in  their  unclothed 
majesty,  and  the  friendly  thou  for  all  races  alike,"  asked 
the  man  of  peace.  And  the  lofty  elm  bent  its  branches 
in  loving  listening  around  the  contrasted  group,  then 
waved  them  joyously  in  response  to  the  affirmation  of 
justice  and  equal  right. 

"  Asylum  for  the  destitute  of  all  lands,"  pleaded  the 
professed  philanthropist,  with  his  twenty  associates. 
And  the  rich  savannahs  and  genial  skies  of  the  South 
gave  unstinted  hospitality. 

Labor,  study,  prayer,  worship,  justice,  beneficence. 
Can  we  separate  them  now  ?  Can  we  unwind  our  cable, 
leave  out  one  thread,  and  expect  it  to  hold  our  anchor 
still  ?  Aust^e  Puritan  and  ritual  Catholic,  quiet  Qua- 
ker and  scheming  Philanthropist,  each  sought  to  estab- 
lish his  portion  of  Christianity ;  each  consciously  made 
that  the  basis  of  action.  Had  either  possessed  the 
whole,  the  others  had  not  been  sent ;  and  just  in  pro- 
portion as  each  realized  he  had  but  a  part  he  was  tole- 
rant of  all  the  others. 

But,  it  will  be  said,  two  hundred  years  have  not  shed 
their  largess  upon  us  in  vain  as  they  rolled  over  our 
heads ;  we  have  advanced ;  new  elements  have  been 
developed,  and  we  can  never  again   stand  where  we 
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have  stood.  We  rejoice  in  this  conviction,  and  praise 
God  that  it  is  so.  We  have  advanced,  but  how  ?  So 
that  we  have  outgrown  one  of  these  three  relations  in- 
herent in  our  very  existence  ?  But  which  ?  If  we 
have  outgrown  our  relations  to  nature  and  our  own 
individuality,  we  have  no  more  need  of  study ;  if  we 
have  outgrown  our  relation  to  our  fellow-men  there  is 
no  more  need  of  labor ;  if  we  have  outgrown  our  rela- 
tion to  God,  the  Infinite  Father,  we  have  no  more  need 
of  prayer.  We  cannot- outgrow  these  relations,  although, 
to  our  peril,  in  our  pride  or  our  poverty  we  may  ignore 
them.  The  individual  may  limit  himself  to  the  exercise 
of  but  one  thread  in  the  triple  cord,  he  may  give  him- 
self wholly  to  labor,  until  nothing  remains  but  an  in- 
durated body ;  or  to  study,  until  nothing  is  left  but  a 
restless  speculation  ;  or  to  prayer,  until  everything  is 
merged  in  a  vague  mysticism;  but  who  so  frenzied 
as  to  assert  in  the  light  of  to-day  that  these  are  the 
healthy,  normal  conditions  of  the  man  ?  What  is  true 
of  the  individual,  in  these  particulars,  is  equally  true  of 
the  community. 

Has  any  individual  ignored  or  never  been  able  to  dis- 
cern one  or  another  of  these  relations?  lie  has  the 
most  solemn  claim  to  a  place  among  us,  —  that  is  a  part 
of  the  beneficence ;  has  a  right  to  every  avenue  to  in- 
creasing life  and  light,  that  is  a  part  of  the  justice ;  has 
a  claim  on  our  most  tolerant  and  untiring  helpfulness, 
that  he  may  be  led  to  the  only  worthy  object  of  wor- 
ship. But  he  cannot  lay  a  destroying  or  displacing 
hand  on  the  life-sources  of  our  Commonweath.  We 
'  are,  and  intend  to  be  forever,  a  Christian  republic,  — 
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God  the  one  supreme  Head,  and  the  revelation  of  his 
ways  and  will,  as  made  through  Jesus  Christ,  our  guide 
more  and  more  entirely  in  all  things. 

We  believe  that  revelation  to  be  the  light  of  the 
world  :  of  the  cottage  as  well  as  the  cathedral ;  of  the 
crooked  alley  as  well  as  the  broad  avenue ;  of  the  ham- 
let on  the  prairie  as  well  as  the  stately  city  mansion ; 
of  the  little  wayside  school-house  no  less  than  of  col- 
lege halls.  The  light  of  the  world  if  we  will  but  open 
to  it.  Infinitely  various  may  be  the  forms  and  sizes  of 
the  apertures  through  which  it  is  admitted ;  strangely 
contrasted,  often,  the  coloring  it  receives  from  the  media 
through  which  it  passes ;  but  it  will  enter  if  we  will  but 
open,  and  we  shall  recognize  it  by  the  quickening  of  the 
life  within  which  lifts  itself,  however  feebly  at  first,  to 
ask  for  more.  We  want  that  light  in  our  homes,  by 
the  wayside,  in  our  workshops,  our  marts  of  trade,  our 
halls  of  legislation,  our  courts  of  justice,  our  school- 
rooms, our  universities,  as  well  as  in  our  churches.  We 
want  it  everywhere,  pervading  all  things  as  does  the 
common  sun  in  its  brightest  shining ;  and  we  know  that 
in  the  blessed  progress  of  events  it  is  finally  to  be 
everywhere,  until  no  cloud  of  error,  no  covert  of  evil, 
remains. 

Meantime,  each  peculiar  place  of  its  need  has  its  ap- 
propriate mode  of  operation  in  the  attainment  of  it. 
The  priest  or  clergyman,  of  whatever  name,  may  stand 
in  his  pulpit,  of  whatever  clumsy  or  artistic  construction, 
and  dogmatize  by  daylight  or  gaslight  in  the  willing  or 
unwilling  ears  of  his  flock,  on  the  pet  plans  by  which 
he  proposes  to  introduce  the  light,  —  that  is  their  con- 
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cern  alone,  and  he  and  they  must  arrange  it  with  no 
interference  from  without.  At  the  same  time  the  Isra- 
elite at  his  desk  may  be  denouncing  this  light  as  a  mere 
ignis-fatuus,  and  giving,  as  dogmatically,  the  Thus-saith- 
the-Lord  of  Moses  as  the  only  divine  dispensation  yet 
made  to  man ;  while  the  philosopher  or  naturalist  from 
his  platform  sneers  at  this,  also,  as  fable,  and  in  his  turn 
dogmatizes  in  the  name  of  Socrates  or  Darwin ;  —  it  is 
their  right,  which  others  may  not  and  should  not  in- 
vade. All  are,  we  believe,  honestly  in  search  of  truth, 
and  however  we  may  be  disposed  to  condemn  their 
methods  or  regret  their  mistakes,  to  their  own  con- 
sciences alone  are  they  accountable  under  God. 

As  each  assembly  pours  itself  out  on  the  highways, 
pairs  or  groups  may  discuss  sermon  or  lecture  in  such 
spirit  or  language  as  they  choose,  so  that  the  public 
peace  is  not  thereby,  for  the  time,  disturbed.  They  may 
renew  these  expressions  of  opinion  in  their  places  of 
labor  or  trade  on  the  following  day,  with  whatever  tone 
of  argument,  so  long  as  they  keep  within  those  limits 
of  decency  which  the  present  comfort  of  the  majority 
makes  necessary.  Or  they  may  gather  their  children 
around  them  in  the  family  circle,  and  force  into  their 
memories  or  infuse  into  their  practice  such  doctrines  as 
they  prefer,  provided  these  do  not  lead  directly  to  en- 
croachments upon  the  external  order  and  safety  of  the 
community.  There  is  no  civil  or  ecclesiastical  power 
in  the  land  that  can  rightly  interfere  with  any  of  these 
operations.  So  in  a  university  supported  by  private 
patronage  there  may  be  any  kind  or  no  kind  of  heed 
given  to  matters  of  doctrine  and  belief. 
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But  the  moment  there  is  any  assembling  of  the  people, 
as  such,  or  their  representatives,  for  whatever  solemn 
purpose,  we  instinctively  forget  all  these  differences,  and 
realize  only  the  great  fact  that  we  are  a  Christian  Re- 
public, —  that  the  acknowledgment  of  God  is  the  corner- 
stone of  our  system,  and  that  some  recognition  of  Him, 
as  such,  is  both  a  duty  and  a  necessity.  We  invoke  the 
Divine  blessing  and  guidance  on  our  legislative  counsels, 
and  we  find  the  blessing  just  in  proportion  as  we  feel 
the  necessity.  We  require  that  in  every  assumption  of 
executive  authority,  and  in  our  courts  of  justice,  the 
oath  shall  have  connected  with  it  the  name  of  God  ; 
and  the  stipulations  connected  with  that  oath  are  faith- 
fully met  just  in  proportion  as  its  necessity  is  realized. 
Every  gathering  for  direct  philanthropical  purposes  has 
its  instinctive,  introductory  appeal  to  the  One  Father, 
and  heart  joins  hand  in  effort,  just  in  proportion  as  this 
appeal  is  a  felt  necessity.  Nor  is  the  time  far  distant, 
we  confidently  trust,  when  every  act  and  word,  of  labor 
or  traffic,  shall  have  the  obligation  of  an  oath  and  the 
sincerity  of  secret  prayer,  because  each,  however  tri- 
fling, shall  be  done  or  spoken  in  the  light  of  the  perpe- 
tual consciousness  of  the  present  God. 

How  shall  this  glorious  illumination  —  this  certain 
prophecy  of  our  foundation  —  be  most  speedily  accom- 
plished ?  Simply  by  training  the  future  elements  of  our 
RepubHc,  the  children  of  to-day,  to  be  more  skilful  in 
art,  or  exact  in  mathematics,  or  fluent  in  utterance  with 
pen  or  tongue  ?  By  leaving  them  to  regard  religious 
obligation  as  confined  to  attendance  on  certain  services 
in  some  particular   church   and   Sunday-school,  where 
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certain  doctrines  are  taught  as  the  whole  of  truth,  while 
every  other  church  and  Sunday-school  is  regarded  as  a 
citadel  of  the  enemy,  erected  for  the  sole  purpose  of 
feudal  warfare  ?  Let  this  warfare  go  on  in  church  and 
vestry,  until  on  the  anvil  of  debate  the  heated  ore  of 
doctrine  is  beaten  into  its  most  perfect  forms,  —  this  is 
the  place  for  it.  It  is  the  duty  as  well  as  the  right  of 
every  church  that  has  a  creed  in  which  it  believes,  to 
teach  it  in  its  vestry  to  the  children ;  it  is  a  good  test 
of  that  creed  to  present  it  to  the  opening  minds  and 
hearts  of  childhood.  It  is  the  duty  of  every  system 
that  has  a  doctrine  in  which  it  believes,  to  give  that 
doctrine,  definitely,  to  the  young  among  its  followers ; 
truth  will  not  be  retarded  by  the  experiment.  The 
church  and  the  vestry  are  the  legitimate  places  for  this, 
and  each  should  be  respected  in  its  rights  by  all  the 
others.    There  is  room  for  all,  and  each  has  its  mission. 

But  when  the  people  that  are  to  be  —  the  children 
of  to-day  —  are  assembled  for  the  profound  purposes  of 
education ;  when  from  all  these  various  beliefs  and  no 
beliefs  they  come  together  to  prepare  for  perpetuating 
the  Eepublic  which  secures  these  very  rights, —  and 
for  that  was  every  free  school  throughout  our  borders 
founded,  —  then  must  these  differences  be  forgotten, 
and  only  the  great  fact  borne  in  mind,  that  we  are  to 
perpetuate  a  Christian  Eepublic ;  that  reverence  to  God 
is  our  corner-stone,  and  that  constant  recognition  of 
Him,  as ^  such,  is  both  a  duty  and  a  necessity.  The 
greatest  question  of  the  hour  is,  "  How  shall  this  be 
done?" 

Public  teachers  of  America,  are  you  ready  for  the 
question  ? 
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If  there  is  one  among  your  number,  man  or  woman, 
who  cannot  see  the  importance  of  this,  you  have  mis- 
taken your  life-work,  my  friend. 

There  is  no  body  of  professional  workers  from  ocean 
to  ocean  and  from  pole  to  gulf,  whose  task  is  at  once  so 
difficult  and  important  as  yours.  The  era  of  pedant 
and  pedagogue  has  gone  by  forever.  We  want,  and 
we  must  have,  fearless  educators.  Fearless  —  not  that 
you  are  to  set  yourselves  in  battle-array  against  any 
army  of  opposition  ;  there  is  no  real  army  in  array,  — 
there  can  be  no  formidable  opposition  to  measures  which 
necessarily  secure  the  just  cl^ms  of  all. 

It  is  for  the  interest  of  the  Catholic  as  well  as  the 
Protestant  that  this  Republic  should  be  preserved,  since 
in  this  age  it  is  only  where  free  toleration  exists  that  he 
can  gain  a  peaceful  footho'd  ;  but  if  for  one  moment  he 
supposes  it  is  to  become  an  exclusively  Catholic  Repub- 
lic, he  has  failed  to  read  the  lesson  of  its  origin,  and 
gives  less  credit  than  I  am  inclined  to  give  to  the  acu- 
men of  the  many  fine  intellects  in  his  order.  This  vast 
brotherhood  of  men  and  states  ever  bear  one  banner  of 
theological  opinion,  until  the  great  prophecy  is  fulfilled 
and  all  mere  opinions  are  solved  in  the  full  illumination 
of  perfect  Christianity  ?  Impossible,  simply,  in  the  na- 
ture of  things.  Besides,  many  of  the  dogmas  of  the 
Catholic  Church  are  Anti-Republican,  and  therefore 
destined  to  perpetual  modifications  under  the  influence 
of  increasing  light  and  life  ;  while  others  have  a  nearer 
approach  to  genuine  freedom  than  some  of  our  Protes- 
tant theories  can  boast ;  and  these  in  turn  are  destined 
to  modify  and  advance  our  own.     A  Catholic  Republic, 
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as  Catholicism  now  is,  is  as  impossible  as  an  Atheistic 
Republic :  the  one  leaves  out  the  foundation-stone  and 
the  keystone  of  the  arch,  the  other  the  greater  portion 
of  the  subordinate  stones  necessary  to  its  unity  and  sol- 
idity. It  is  useless  for  the  Catholics  of  America  to 
ignore  the  logic  of  events.  The  many  intelligent  among 
them  have  but  to  cast  one  unshrinking  glance  into  the 
Rome  of  the  hour  to  read  the  argument ;  and  how  long 
will  the  unintelligent  remain  so  ?  The  leaders  of  this 
faith  may  withdraw  their  children  from  the  Free  Schools 
of  the  Republic ;  —  what  then  ? 

"  The  children  of  these  colonies  take  in  love  of  lib- 
erty with  the  very  air  they  breathe."  Yes,  the  air  of 
America  is  instinct  with  light  and  life,  and  no  monastic 
walls,  even,  can  ke^p  it  effectually  from  lungs  and  brain. 
But  the  sagacious  Catholic  will  not  inaugurate  a  hope- 
less warfare  upon  our  public-school  system,  any  more 
than  will  the  sagacious  Orthodox  or  Unitarian  believer  ; 
nor  will  those  schools  drop  from  their  daily  influences 
the  recognition  of  God  and  the  enforcement  of  those 
great  principles  of  Christianity  which  are  the  common 
ground  of  all  who  assume  the  name.  Fearless  faith  in 
God  spread  the  first  tables  in  the  wilderness,  among  the 
native  pagans  of  the  Atlantic  border  ;  and  fearless  faith 
in  God  must  continue  to  spread  them,  all  over  the 
widening  domain,  even  among  the  adopted  pagans  of 
the  Pacific  slope.  The  great  miracle  of  feeding  must 
be  repeated  day  by  day ;  the  common  bread,  which  re- 
quires no  recondite  arts  for  its  preparation,  but  is,  alike, 
the  wholesome  food  of  all ;  the  products  of  tl\e  great 
ocean  of  truth,  the  common  property  of  all,  —  with 


15 


these  must  the  multitudes  be  fed,  by  whatever  motive 
they  are  drawn  to  the  place  of  assembling ;  and  no  one 
must  be  sent  fasting  away. 

Public-school  teachers  of  to-day,  you  are  to  be  the 
workers  of  this  daily  miracle,  —  Are  you  equal  to  it  ? 
Simple  and  clear  the  way,  if  you  are  up  to  that  link  in 
the  law ;  perplexing  and  impossible  to  you  if  you  are 
down  in  the  narrow,  dim  ways  of  bigotry  and  selfish- 
ness. Standing  on  this  table-land  of  our  council,  have 
you  power  of  vision  to  perceive  that  your  work  is  one 
with  that  of  the  founders  of  the  Kepublic  ?  Fearless, 
individual  faith  in  God  built  the  first  school-house,  in 
the  light  of  that  day ;  fearless,  individual  faith  in  God 
must  continue  to  build  them,  in  the  light  of  this.  Not 
the  courage  of  the  phalanx  for  battle,  do  I  demand,  but 
individual  courage,  to  be,  in  a  comprehensive  intelli- 
gence, a  devout  wisdom,  a  sanctified  will,  that  shames 
away  the  cowardly  influences  of  clique  or  party  or 
order,  yet  recognizes  whatever  there  is  legitimate  in  the 
claims  of  each  and  all.  If  you  have  courage  to  risk 
your  place  for  the  right,  you  may  enter  upon  the  work. 
In  the  hands  of  such  educators  the  whole  matter  ad- 
justs itself  on  the  sure  basis  of  Christian  equity. 

Whether  their  copy  of  the  Bible  be  King  James's 
version  or  the  Douay  version,  those  portions  only  will 
be  read  which  appeal  to  the  general  heart  and  meet  the 
practical  want  of  the  day ;  of  these,  psalm,  prophecy, 
epistle,  and  gospel  furnish  abundant  and  precious  mate- 
rial. The  Bible  will  never  be  put  into  the  hands  of 
the  children  as  a  text-book,  since  its  teachings,  there, 
are  not  for  recitation,  but  for  discipline.     Its  historic 
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portions  belong  not  to  the  secular,  but  Sunday-schools, 
as  they  are  taken  out  from  their  connection  in  the  reg- 
ular line  of  universal  history,  which  is  necessary  to  this 
department  of  daily  study ;  instruction  in  that  is  the 
duty  of  the  Sunday-school.  Its  scientific  statements 
and  allusions  are  too  fragmentary  and  incidental  to  be 
put  into  the  hands  of  those  who  ask  for  the  alphabet  of 
science  letter  by  letter.  But  as  a  literary  work,  unri- 
valled in  its  variety,  richness,  and  antiquity,  there  are 
portions  of  it  which  should  be  in  every  compilation 
used  as  a  reader,  alike  for  their  pure  and  lofty  senti- 
ment and  marvellous  fitness  of  diction.  Is  it  said  that 
portions  of  the  Bible  are  not  fit  to  be  put  into  the  hands 
of  the  young  ?  Very  true ;  but  those  who  bring  this 
argument  against  its  use  at  all  are  most  often  among 
those  who  do  not  hesitate  to  put  the  whole  of  Shake- 
speare into  the  hands  of  the  young;  it  was  a  different 
age  from  ours,  they  say,  in  extenuation  of  the  indecen- 
cies found  there.  Neither  the  Bible  nor  Shakespeare 
should  ever  be  in  the  common  schools  as  a  text-book, 
except  in  the  way  of  extracts  as  above  indicated. 

No  educator,  comprehending  his  or  her  position,  and 
the  obligations  growing  out  of  it,  will  enter  upon  the 
daily  duties  of  the  school-room  without  supplicating,  in 
the  midst  of  the '  assembly,  that  infinite  presence  and 
guidance  which  is  the  strength  of  every  true  teacher, 
and  to  which  the  opening  minds  and  hearts  of  child- 
hood should  be  constantly  directed  as  theirs.  This  is 
an  acknowledged  personal  need  of  the  teacher  fitted  for 
that  office ;  and  the  simple,  fervent  words  of  thanks- 
giving and  supplication  flow  as  spontaneously  from  the 
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lips  as  the  natural  statement  of  mathematical  principles 
or  the  facts  of  science.  Anything  sectarian  from  such 
a  source  is  impossible ;  the  prayer  is  the  utterance  of 
all  hearts,  because  it  is  the  utterance  of  one  heart  large 
enough  to  include  them  all.  The  hymn  from  the  full 
youthful  choir  —  which  is  the  only  vocal  part  of  the 
service  necessary  for  the  children  —  has  been  selected 
and  adapted  in  the  same  spirit  of  comprehensive  com- 
munion, awakening  and  strengthening  the  spirit  of  har- 
mony and  concord,  as  the  voices  rise,  like  one,  in  the 
inspiring  strains. 

Thus  consecrated  by  worship,  the  study  and  labor  of 
the  day  begin ;  the  triple  cord  is  spun  and  twisted  into 
ever  multiplying  leagues  of  length  and  invincibility  of 
tension. 

But  since  it  cannot  be  reasonably  supposed  that  the 
power  and  inspiration  here  demanded  to  meet  present 
emergencies  will  at  once  be  found  in  every  individual 
of  the  myriad  public-school  teachers  throughout  the 
republic,  —  or,  indeed,  in  a  large  majority  of  them,  per- 
haps, —  there  should  be  a  devotional  service-book  com- 
piled for  these  schools,  by  a  competent  committee 
composed  of  the  best  representatives  of  the  Hebrew, 
Catholic,  Episcopal,  Trinitarian,  Presbyterian,  Metho- 
dist, Baptist,  Universalist,  and  Unitarian  Congregational 
beliefs.  This  body  should  not  be  too  large  for  efficient 
action,  each  communion  at  the  outside  not  appointing 
more  than  three  members.  Precisely  such  qualifications 
as  we  have  seen  to  be  necessary  for  the  prepared  teacher 
are  required  for  this  work  of  compilation;  indeed,  it 
would  be  wisdom  to  have  one  third,  at  least,  of  the 
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committee  selected  from  such  practical  teachers.  Nor 
can  this  be  begun  too  soon  for  the  interests  of  all 
concerned.  It  is  folly  to  waste  time  and  strength  in 
real  or  imaginary  warfare,  when  just  and  beneficent 
negotiation  opens  her  genial,  luminous  halls  with  such 
cordiality  of  invitation.  But  over  the  portal  to  that 
council- chamber,  as  over  the  door- way  of  every  free 
school  in  the  land,  is  written  in  letters  of  living  light, 
whether  read  by  all  or  not,  —  Christianity  is  the  only 
sure  basis  of  a  republic. 
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